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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply wilt, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 January 2006 . 
2a)IEI This action is FINAL 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim{s) 14-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 14-26 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Ciaim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the confection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 14-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Mir et al US Patent 6,450,887. Column 8 and column 9 disclose the multiple ways a 
player may wager and how the wagers are displayed to the player with varying pool 
amounts and odds associated with the individual racers. Columns 2 and 4-6 disclose 
the computer system of the present invention and how the odds and the pools are 
updated in accordance with wagers. 

Column 4 lines 29-46 disclose that game server 12 manages system 10. 
Specifically, game server 12 maintains databases, controls and accounts for the 
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transactions with terminals 18, controls the flow of data from video server 14 to 
terminals 18, manages the games by collating pools from all sources and computing the 
winnings, and provides detailed statistics for the disbursement of funds. 

Game server 12 includes multiple databases including a game profile and control 
database, a liability database, a video access database, a skill database, and a network 
profile and control database. With respect to game profile and control database, such 
database contains data relating to which games are currently in use, and the current 
status of the games. The hierarchy of game definitions is as follows. 

Game Rule Tables 

Game Definition 

Game Group 

Game rules tables define attributes of games, including such fixed attributes as 
the number of selections in a bet, the number of winning positions to consider, and the 
method of matching winning positions to bet selections. Game rule tables also contain 
data relating to variations in the rules for each game which the operator may alter. 
These options include, for example, the percentages of sales which are allotted to the 
tiers of major and minor progressive pools and to commissions (take-outs), 
denomination of a basic wager, minimum payment levels, pattern of repeated wins 
needed to qualify for the major progressive pool, which subset of the video library is the 
subject of the wager, and which type of skill data to present to the player before his 
wager. An exemplary set of rules for one possible game, referred to herein as "Quick 
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Trifecta", is set fortli in Appendix A, and an exemplary set of rules for another possible 
game, referred to herein as "Thoroughbred Mania.TM.", is set forth in Appendix B. 

In the game definition database, data is stored to define each instance of a game 
upon which wagers can be placed. Attributes include, for example, the game rule table 
selection, current status such as "betting open", "open time", and "final close time", and 
amounts in the minor and major progressive pools. Players using terminals 18 and 
allowed to wager on this game compete against each other for the progressive pools. 
The group of terminals 18 involved in such a progressive pool may also be referred to 
herein as a "carrousel". 

The game group database defines a group of carrousels in a geographic or 
demographic region in which a collection of games combine their major progressive 
pools into one combined progressive pool. Players using terminals 18 in such a group 
compete for the combined progressive pool. There may be a network of regional game 
systems collating major progressive pools into one master system, e.g., a master game 
server. 

With regard to the wagers placed on future events limitation, Mir et al. discloses 
the ability to place wagers preceding the start of future events throughout the 
specification. Specifically, column 6, lines 57-61, states that "In addition to playing the 
new game, game terminal 18 may be operated as a self service racetrack terminal, 
connected to the pari-mutuel live racing totalisator system. The player could then bet on 
any live programs provided at the particular location. Accordingly, a separate 
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connection between terminals 18 and the totalisator system is provided, as well as a 
connection to a video feed displaying live races." 

It is well known that a "live" event takes place at or during the time of actual 
occurrence or performance and therefore Mir et al. discloses the ability to place wagers 
preceding the start of future, or live, events. 

Response to Arguments 

The applicant's argument that the invention disclosed by Mir et al. (US 
6,450,887) pertains only to wagering on events after the events have occurred has been 
considered. 

Upon further examination of the reference it is shown that Mir et al. further 
discloses the ability to place wagers preceding the start of future events throughout the 
specification. Specifically, column 6, lines 57-61, states that "In addition to playing the 
new game, game terminal 18 may be operated as a self service racetrack terminal, 
connected to the pari-mutuel live racing totalisator system. The player could then bet 
on any live programs provided at the particular location. Accordingly, a separate 
connection between terminals 18 and the totalisator system is provided, as well as a 
connection to a video feed displaying live races." 

It is well known that a "live" event takes place at or during the time of actual 
occurrence or performance and therefore Mir et al. discloses the ability to place wagers 
preceding the start of future, or live, events. 
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Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Relevant pertinent prior art includes Krause et al (US 6,309.307), 
which discloses a gaming device that enables pari-mutuel wagering by means of 
various activity indicia selection for the purpose of wagering on races such as horse and 
dog. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meagan Thomasson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2080. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 830-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Bob Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



